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Dr. Richard V. Stevenson is trad- 


soe 


After 40-years, Dr. Stevenson trafles 


ing in his stethoscope for golf clubs 
and a fishing rod. 


After practicing medicine in Lex- 
ington for 40 years, Dr. Stevenson, 67, 
is retiring to live in Kenmere, Ire- 
land, with his wife Jay. 


It’s a far cry from the days when 


Dr. Stevenson helped deliver babies in 
homes, sometimes dozing off during 
the wait with his chin propped on the 
back'of a kitchen chair.\) . A 


Then he worked with Eva Hollo- 
way, who still lives in Lexington, a 
midwife who was known as “Granny” 
to her patients. He was referred to as 
“Little Boy,’ he said during a break 
from packing for the move. 


‘She sort of took me under her 
wing,’’ Dr. Stevenson said. “She 
brought all the supplies and did pract- 
ically everything. 

“One night I had a delivery, and I 
couldn’t get hold of her. I had to de- 
liver and wash the baby myself, and I ’ 
said ‘never again.’”’ He laughed. 


“Back then, you went out and 
stayed (until the baby was born). 
There were generally no telephones, 
so you wondered what was going on 
— who else needed you.” 


Dr. Stevenson was one of the few 
doctors who practiced surgery and ob- | 
stetrics in addition to family medi- 
cine. 

“‘T didn’t have any choice,” he 
said. ‘‘There were times I had to 
make burr holes in men’s heads after 
an accident, because there was no 
neurosurgeon, Doctors didn’t special- 
ize\like they do now.’ 





Dr. Richard Stevenson: Retiring from Lexington practice to Kenmér, Ireland 


for his surgical resideiy. 

Dr. Stevenson beg his practice 
in Lexington during © Depression, 
then charging §2 an hir for office 


Dr. Stevenson grew up in Illinois. 
The family drove down to Lexington, 
his mother’s home, during the sum- 
mer — a two-day trip driving from 4 
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a.m, to dark. 

He spent a year in rotating resi- 
dency in Des Moines, Iowa, before 
going to Louisville General Hospital 


calls and $3 for house calls. 
“T yery seldom make house calls 


now,” he said. ‘‘But there was a time 


when I made more house calls than 
office calls.” 

Dr. Stevenson spent a short time 
in the Army during World War II, and 
was one of the first local doctors to 
return from the war ... just in time 
for Lexington’s flu epidemic. 

_ “J fad about 40 calls to make at 
night,” he sail “‘I tried to make it a 
milk run schedule, plan a route. ” 

“At about 2 0’clock, I went to one 
house and knocked on the door. The 
lady said, ‘He’s asleep. Can you come 
back in the morning?’ ” Dr. Stevenson 
laughed. 

“After that, 1 only stopped at the 
places that had the lights on.” 

Dr. Stevenson’s policy of no ap- 
pointments carried over from his 
early days. 

“T used to tell them, ‘I can’t give 
you an appointment. You’ll have to 
come in and wait your turn.’ 

“The other day someone called 
me and said another doctor had told 
him he’d have to wait two months for 
an appointment. I said, ‘If you’re 
sick, you can’t wait two months to 
see a doctor. Come on in.’ 

‘I’ve done a lot of Medicaid 
work,”’ he said. “‘So many doctors 
now won’t do it — it makes me sick 
to my stomach. I figure if they’ve got 
a card, you ought to treat them, even 
if it is a little more paperwork. 

“Too many times, people who've 
been going to one doctor all their 
lives show up with a medical card 
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and they’re told they have to go 
somewhere else. But (the doctors) 
might as well get used to it — it’s all 
going to be that way soon.” 


Dr. Stevenson stopped practicing 
surgery and obstetrics two years ago 
after Dr. C. Elliott Ray, his relief 
doctor, died. Without a replacement, 
it was too much for him to do, he 
said, ; 

“When I started, | was on call all 
the time,” Dr. Stevenson said. “Every 
night I was up at least once, maybe | 
two or three times, But there’s been, 
a change in everybody’s hours, now 
that they have doctors in the emer- 
gency rooms. They sed to have an 
intern on duty — and they didn’t al- 
ways have that.” 


“That’s the only reason he’s been 
able to continue (practicing) this 
long,” put in Mrs. Stevenson, a native 
of England who has worked in her 
husband’s office since they were mar- 
ried six years ago. 


The second marriage for both, 
they have six children between them. 
Her son, Nick Martin, was a candi- 
date for mayor here two years ago. 


Dr. Stevenson has many third-gen- 
eration patients — even one of the 
fourth generation to call him its fam- 
ily doctor. And he oversaw the birth 
of a woman who now works in his of- 
fice. 

“What’s struck me more than any- 
thing is the last week or two,’’ Dr. 
Stevenson said. ‘People have come in 
expressing their sorrow at my leay- 
ing, and there were a few tears all 
around.” 
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